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NEXT MEETING: - Friday 7th May at 8 p.m. Venue - Tremearne House, School 
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Communities in Vietovia’. dune meeting is on Atn, 2ack at Ballarat 
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NEXT EXCURSION: Sunday 9th May to Maryborough - Aboriginal Relics. 
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Leaders E, & S, Bedggood.* Cars leave Crocker's Corner at 9,30 a.m. 


LAST MEETING: 26 members and tWo visitors from Adelaide, Mr, & Mrs. 
Schuitz were welcomed by the president to the monthly meeting on 2nd 
April. Mr. John Ryan, a new member, Was alSo welcomed, 

A most interesting collection of shells from the Trobriand Islands, east 
of Papua New Guinea, was displayed by Mr. L, Fink. 
Regret was expressed that Mrs. Murphy has been in hospital. undergoing 
surgery. We hope you Will soon be fit and well again Mrs. Murphy. 


Naturalist's Club on 2nd April, 1976. 


Mr, Ashley has helped to prepare a survey of the Lal Lal Iron Mine 
reserve and at the last meeting of the Ballarat Field Naturalist's Club 
he told us about some of the aspects of the attempt to make pig iron in 
this area between 1878 and 1884. 


RESUME OF THE TALK given by Mr, Robert Ashley to.the Ballarat Field 


The area itself was very important to the aborigines Who lived in — 
Victoria. The clay near the site was used for the ceremonial painting cf 
the body and it 1s passiblie that the iron containing mineral was also used 
in this way. Although our main interest today is the iron ore and the 
blast furnace the first mineral leases were issued for gold mining. 


Mr, Ashley outlined the major features of iron production in Britain 
from the sixteenth century to the late eighteenth century and explained 
how the techniques used at Lal Lal wsre those of the very Sariy nineteen- 
th oentury. A group of men in Ballarat and Sebastopol thought that the 
necessary raw material could be collected at Lal Lal where the iron ore 
was found, and that a most useful industry could be established there, 

An experimental furmace Was built before 1878 and first quality pig iron 
Was produced - it won a prize at the Paris Exhibition in 1878: However 
{t was terribly difficult to obtain enough capital. Charcoal was used 
and this could not be produced during the Wet Winters. Limestone Was 
brought from Bannockburn and the transport of. this and other material was 
very costly and difficult - bullock waggons became bogged. To overcome 
these problemS a tramway, using rails provided by the Victorian Railways 
was constructed from Lal Lai Station to the blast furnace site. 


The present remains are those of the furnace constructed about 1881 
and used until 1884. It had a capacity of 50 tons per week, A steam 
engine was used to drive the air blowers and also to pump Water from the 
viver.. The Cornish flue Was corstructed to carry smoke away from the men 
working around the top of the furnace, Finally it Was found to be a 
losing provostiion and the furnace was “blown out” in July 1884. . 
Technically the blast furnace was a great success. ; 


A special type of hard charcoal was used and this seems to have been 
made by a ‘group of Italian burners, but practically nothing is known of 
them, except that one became the caretaker after operations ceased, 


The whole site and the ruins are of great historic value as there is 
adothing left in the southern hemisphere (and very little elsewhere) of the 
Golonial style of blast furnace, Mr. Ashley warned club members that every 
toning left at such a site should be carefully protected and that this near: 
no “Souveniring because such 4a pract*c.s Would, 2a the course of time, 


»Chenze the ruins completely. elejant aeBebunesh jexe nth eiaeisyoe F 
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LAST EXCURSION: The excursion on Ath April was one of the best held for 
Some time as far as numbers go. Twelve cars made the trip to Lal Lal, 
first viewing the site at Mt. Doran Where trucks Were loaded with iron 
ore so many years ago, Mr. Robert Ashley was the leader, and his vast 
knowledge and enthusiasm contributed to the enjoyment of the day. We 
were taken to the Blast Furnace and surroundings, then about a mile 
South to see relics of an old gold mining village. Of interest was the 
remains of a Wire rope suspension bridge that was used to take children 
across the Moorabool river to Bungal school. 


Great hilarity - and some trepidation = was felt when. negotiating 
the latter part of the bush road, I can assure you the Nullarbor is a 
breeze by comparison! A411 arrived Safely,. though the groun thought 
they'd lost the editor! However the party had only strayed, and made 
it back to Ballarat escorted by Mr, Binns, after collecting Miss 
Nicholson's car, (Thanks for your concern Greg.) Miss Tina Nicholson 
and Mrs, May Boyd had an exciting initiation into the club didn't they? 
We welcome you both as new members, 

Editor, 


A_FURTHER ASPECT OF THE BUNGAL EXCURSION: While birds were not very 
numerous and only a few plants were in flower, Mrs, Chuk and Roger 
Thomas spent some time in a relatively little-known field of nature 
study - the identification of lichens, They found such aptly named 
Species as golden crust, beard, lollipop, Whitewash and ladder lichens 
amongst 9 dozen or so different varieties during the afternoon, 


Other interesting plants included necklace fern, prickly broom- 
heath, common heath and tiny greenhood, the latter three species 
floWering. Candlebark gum was also noticed in blossom. On the way to 
the argyle gully 3rea, an extensive matted ground covering plant, the 
matted bush-pea, Was seen, es, zat 
Contributed by Roger Thomas. 


"PHOTOFLORA '76" REPORT: The following report indicates the success 
of Photoflora '76 . Thanks are due to all Who helped in this venture. 


Attendance - Adults 198 Concessions 35 Total 233 


RECEIPTS 3 EXPENSES 
Tickets sold '. $206 50 Hire of Hall 270 oo 
Sales at door 83 00 Fayment to Native Plants 
Sale of catalogues 27 90 Preservation Society 
Guarantee 50 oo 
L Profit 98 70 


Total payment to N.P.P.S, 148 70 
+ profit to Ballarat Field 


Naturalist's Club 98 70 
2317 AO $317 AO 
"Note" Share of Photoflora '74 was $107.70 5, Reynolds. 
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Field Naturalists could gain information and amusement from 
reeding the Guiness Book of Animal Facts and Feats available from the 
Municipal Library. They could discover the weight of the world's 
heaviest dog - 18 stone e+... the reason why america has Starling 
problems (4 Shakespeare lover, sager to introduce into his new country 
all of the birds mentioned in the Bard's works was to blame:) They 
could discover that although people dread snakes they should fear bees 
more because more people die annually from bee stings than from snake 
bite, They could even find instructions about the correct Way to measure 
& gorilla, and could read about the boxing kangaroo who had to give up 
his job because of arthritis in his tail! There igs such a variety of 
facets in this book that if one could remember them all one Would be 
either a most interesting talker or a crashing bore! 


Contributed by Miss E, McLenehan. 
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WYPERFELD CAMP.OUT 


Nine members and two juniors from the Ballarat Field Naturalists 
Club attended the Western Victorian Field Naturalist's Camp-out at 
Wyperfeld on 4pril 23-25. Fifteen clubs were represented with an 
estimated record attendance of about 150 people. 


Water is flowing through Wyperfeld-for the first time in 50 years 
Pilling the crain of swamps and lakes along Outlet Creek Which carries 
the overflow from Lake’ Hindmarsh and Albacutyal* * Black’ Flat has had 

Water in it only three times this century and Lake Brambruk, now wort hy 
of its title, has been dry since 1921, These big expanses of water in 
the park (otherwise very dry terrain) have attracted a big and widely 
varied population of birdlife with many Species of waterfowl. 
4ltogsther 90-100 species of birds were recorded, Waterbirds included 

big numbers of grebes, Black duck and grey teal who have moved on to 
the "new" wetlands, which are seething With aquatic life, have become 
confused to the extent that they are breeding out of season. Bird 
Sightings are too numerous to list, but President Greg. Binns led a 
dawn patrol of Ballarat members out into the Desert Banksias (ornata) 
on Mt, Mattingley, where they were reWarded by a magnificent close-up 
Sighting of the Southern Scrub Robin, also Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, 
busy groups of Yellow-winged Honeyeaters near the extremity of their 
northern range, with a flock of Black-capped Sitellas seen on the 
return journey, Many dry-country birds seen included the Regent 
parrots, Major Mitchéll cockatoos, redcapped robin, black-backed wren, 
redthroat, chestnut qu2il thrush and many others. 


Spotlighting expeditions revealed 4 tawny frogmouth, ringtail and 
brushy-tailed possums and a boobook owl was heard, Tiny Spoor marks in 
the morning sands also told 3 story of what desert creatures might be 
sscen if one had the time and patience. Hundreds of black-faced 
kangaroos were sighted -- 80 at Wongs Park on the first night lone. 
Several emus were also seen. 


Wyperfeld is the biggest national park in Victoria but is already 
suffering from a people problem. Some 200. campsites were occupied at 
Easter so domestic water was scarce, As A variation to city parks, 
Where one is asked not to walk on the grass, at Wyperfeld the Rangers 
beg visitors not to walk on-the-Sand dunes. ~The:surfaece is so fragile 
that a group of people or the churning treads of a car immediately cut 
a track through the thin humus and small delicate plants, eXposing the 
sand to almost instant, and devastating, erosion by wind and rain, 


President Mr, J, R, Wheeler and host club Mid-Murray organised an 
active and most interesting programme with visits to Eastern Lookout, 
Lake Brambruk and Black Flat. Ballarat Club detoured from Lake Bramoruk 
to return via Outlet Creek and across country through the mallee led 
through the wilds by Greg Binns' Compass, Ted Bedggoods' white hat and 
the sm2il but indomitable footprints of Tanya, 


4t the WVFNG meeting, Greg. Binns as delegate presented a report 
on the Clunes Swamps and Sought support from interested clubs, Our 
other delegate Stella Bedggood finished Up With & massive botanical 
Checklist to be filled in for our district, Mr, Bob Ross of South 
sustralia. outlined the need for Support for the extensive surveys done 
by Mr. Cliff Beauglehole of Portland who has been preparing a vascular 
flora of Victoria on a 24-grid system and another based on the LCC 
Study areas, 4srarat warned of a threat to the Grampians in the lease 
of land near Mt. William for a goat farm. Club delegates will be 
reporting on these matters at the next meeting. 


On the return journey five members detoured to Kiata to visit the 
Lowan Sanctuary at the Little Desert, Unfortunately due to new roads 
and fencing, the topography had changed and the hour Was too late for 
them to meet With much success other than two very o1d mounds. 

Ve Will return!! 
Contributed Mrs, M, Rotheramn. 


Mrs, Rotheram said this report was much too long. but. the editor thought 
it so interesting, it would be a shame to deprive members of the pleasure 
of reading it in its entirety. B,G, 
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"Australia, a very young and still under-populated country, holds 
the most pitiful record for land, flora and fauna devastation; 
within three generations, nature's work of thousands of years has 
been annihilated..." aight 
Romain Gary in the introduction to Vanishing 
Species’ (Time-Life) 
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PRESENTATION: At the Ballarat Field Naturalist's Club Executive 
meeting on 8th April a small presentation was made to Mr, Peter Fry 
on behalf of all members. Mr. Greg. Binns wished Peter and Edna an 
enjoyable trip ovevseas.and a safe return in August, They expect to 
pe in:Frankfurt on Anzac Day, then a week in Germany, down the Rhine 
and across to England, An i8 day tour of Wales and Scotland is 
planned in May. ; 


THE EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET is still being mailed out to members who 
request it, delivery a day or so before the monthly meeting. Postage 


to next March (inc.) is 21.44 


THE CLUB'S SYLLABUS 1976-77 is available, free to all members from the 
meeting table, or the President or Secretary. Please take extra copies 
for friends who may be interested in the Club, or thinking of joining. 


ONE-CAR EXCURSIONS: Contributed by Miss Herbert of Daylesford. 


-. There have been 3 one-car excursions, each one memorable. The 
first, on a boiling hot day, aimed to explore a different part of Mt. 
Beckworth. The only car carried the Bedggoods, a visiting Englishman 
and myself, We passed some eucalypts looking very old, gnarled and 
weird, ‘When directed, the newcomer merely glanced at them and 
commented "just trees", Anything but indifference would have been 
acceptable, 

4t noon we reached a sheltered glade with a few very old gum trees. 
One veteran had the entrance to its hollow. about 5 ft. up floored with 
rotted wood and dry leaves, and on this lay a family of ring-tail 
possums, sleeping with their tails hanging out into the air to get 
Some relief from the heat, 


The next one-car trip, which took place during a drought, involved Mr. 
Fry's car, and was most rewarding. Young Roger Thomas as navigator 
could take us to all areas Where there was or had been water. The bush 
birds gathered there might move when disturbed, but they still kept 
with sight of the water, Mr, Fry was familiar with the history of the 
area (Linton, Newtown, Devil's Kitchen, the ‘oady Yallock) and he gave 
- us 4 most interesting commentary as we Went along. 


The third trip was when President (ex) Miss Hatfield's car brought 
- Roger Thomas and myself to Beaufort to be shown the elories of Mt. Cole 
by Mr. & Mrs, Laurie Miller. 


MONASH UNIVERSITY SHOWS US HOW TO PLANT: In European countries and in 
England, it is common for universities to have botanic gardens on their 
Campus, usually as teaching plantings. «At Oslo, Norway, examples of the 
plant families are in separate beds, At Berne, Switzerland, an extensive 
ornamental garden contains a large rock garden planted with a collection 
of many of the alpine plants from the nearby mountains, a 

Oxford, England, like Oslo, has beds of the plant families, but in 
addition has an area planted as a walled garden which is one of the. best 
examples of this form of gardsning seen around England, It is most 
interesting to see the stark modernity of Victoria's Monash University 
surrounded by a well-planned garden, almost entirely of sustralian plants. 
Conditions are so ideal in this garden that in some instances eucalyvts 
are regenerating themselves and in Some places they have been allowed to 
remain and grow where they have germinated, thus giving an attractive 
and natural grouping which is go often difficult to achieve when planting. 

In certain Sheltered places, contrast has been given by plantings — 
of groups of ferns, including the tree fern Dicksonia antartica, which 
grown in the gullies of the Dandenong Ranges within 25 kilometres of the 
Ba seart eee aie fee een een Ue) Pimelia ferruginea, Callistemons in ‘ 

pecies, Banksia ericafolia, helichrysuws and melaleucas, 
John Baxter eel cic e Mireagae eae WHorrae ye te — 


